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To:conspol@entemp.ie


cc:



Subject:Re: Grocery code of Practice


To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to make a few suggestions based on my experience.

The reintroduction of the below cost selling. The removal of this legislation has only hindered the development of smaller retailers and not helped to reduce prices.

Removal of all "Hello money" provided by suppliers to retailers with turnover in excess of €10 million per annum.

Introduction of legislation preventing multi national companies from demanding payment for advertising products or brands from suppliers.

Increased import duty for all goods sourced outside of Ireland and not distributed by Irish suppliers or distributors.

Minimum staff levels per euro sales.

Minimum Gross Profit Margin of 20%. This will enable smaller retailers to stay in business.

Set a cap on floor space of 20,000 square feet for Grocery stores and 50,000 for Drapery, Household etc.

Provide a minimum percentage of Irish goods to be stocked as a percentage of sales.

Eliminate the overtime rates for Sundays and Bank holidays.

Remove the current opening hours for Off Licences and replace with previous opening hours.

Provide special discounted VAT rates for the elderley.

Abolish all Loyalty/Club card Schemes. This will provide a much more level playing field for all retailers.

These are a few suggestions which I feel will help control pricing and provide a much more level playing field for all retailers. Some of the suggestions will also encourage job creation. We are currently racing to the bottom and the current trend of reducing prices has not encouraged spending or increased job creation. In fact it has worked in reverse and caused job losses and the job losses have reduced spending. Some points I feel are worth noting.

Regards,

Alex Cleland
