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Section 18 of the draft regulations provides for additional derogations from the freedom to provide services. Section 18 (a) (1) applies the derogation in the postal sector to services covered by the Postal and Telecommunications Services Act 1983 (no. 24 of 1983). The Postal and Telecommunications Services Act 1983 deals with the establishment of and services provided by An Post. For the purposes of the Services Directive the derogation should apply to postal services provided under S.I. 616 of 2002 European Communities (Postal Services) Regulations 2002 which implements Directive No. 97/67/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 December 1997 as amended by Directive No. 2002/39/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 June 2002.

