Transposition of Article 8 of the Directive on Services in the Internal Market

The Electronic Commerce (Certification Service Providers Supervision Scheme) Regulations, 2010 (S.I. No. 233 of 2010) fulfil the obligation on the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, by whom they were made, to prescribe a scheme of supervision of certification service providers (CSPs) as required under the Electronic Commerce Act, 2000 (No. 27 of 2000), which transposed the Electronic Signatures Directive (1999/93/EC, OJ L 13, 19.1.2000). 

The Regulations require that CSPs established in Ireland who issue qualified certificates to the public notify the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources within one year that they issue such certificates. The Regulations enable the Minister to be satisfied that the requirements of Annexes I and II of the Electronic Commerce Act, 2000 are fulfilled, as appropriate. Based on the notifications and evidence of certification forwarded, the Minister is required to maintain lists of CSPs established in Ireland who issue qualified certificates to the public. 

Some follow-up administrative work will be done by this Department and the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources when the Services Directive has been transposed. This will allow Ireland to provide information to the Commission in future in relation to Notices such as that of 9 March 2010 (OJ C 57/15). All Notices, published in the Official Journal, relating to Decision 2009/767/EC are uploaded onto this Department’s website.
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